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lections to some state 
assemblies are over. 
The congress in 
Pondicherry and the 
Communists in West 
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Bengal have retained power, while in 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Assam there 
have been change of governments with 
the opposition taking over the reins 
now, As far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, 
though Jayalalitha's AIDMK party had 
resounding victory, Jayalalitha herself 
was debarred from contesting in the 
elections by the election commission, 
since she had been convicted in 
corruption cases. But she has been 
sworn in as the chief minister by the 
Governor, All these have a lot of moral 


| = cenerat mushart 

|] and legal implications 
and Jayalalitha faces 
legal battles in the 
supreme court where 
public interest itigations 
have been filed 


Our Primeminister 


REV@IL? 


has extended an invitation to the 
Pakistani ruler General Musharraf to 
visit India and he is expected to come 
in early July. It is hoped that the two 
leaders will discuss all disputes 
including the Kashmir problem and 
come to some understanding so that 
peace will prevail, and tax payers money 
will be diverted to development activities 
instead of military hardware. But critics 
also point out that the Kargil war broke 
out soon after our primeminister's good 
«will bus journey to Pakistan. So we have 
to be vigilant even while extending our 
hand of friendship. 


Shocking news from Nepal! The 
entire royal family was killed by the 
‘crown prince who later took his own life! 
itis believed that opposition to his love 
affair was the reason for this extreme 
step. But the new king Gyanendra has 
come out with a fresh explanation 
stating that it was all an accident! No 
‘wonder the people of Nepal are agitated 
and violence has broken out. Only the 
truth and nothing but the truth will 
1), pacity them 


RIDDLES PAGE 

© UNKNOWN MYSTERY 

Itcannot be seen, cannot be felt, SHARPEN YOUR 

Cannot be heard, cannot be 

smelt. 

Ithides behind stars and under 

hill. 

Empty holes it fills. BRAINS PLEASE 
(28 








© RESTLESS DANCE 
Dances without music om 
Breathes without rest Ma 


What is it? QO 


© DEEP DOWN ( ¢ 





Ithas no content, yet 
You can see it. 


@ FOUND AND LOST 


























By the sun | shall be found, 
I'm undone when there is no 
light around 


© WHAT'S THAT? SAY IT 
AGAIN! QO 


Lam just a lowly thing 
‘An object of much derision 
am odd because 


| multiply with division, 


@ INSIDE OUT & OUTSIDE IN 























You throw away the outside 
‘And cook the inside. 

Then you eat the outside 
‘And throw away the inside. 
‘What are you eating? 





ANSWERS 
ON PAGE 74 





© ZAPPED 
What falls but never breaks, 
What breaks but never falls! 





No scales nor bones 
But they have fingers and 
thumbs. 


® BIG AND SMALL {Al their own, 


‘What is bigger when new and 


ith use? 
grows smaller with use ica iunes 


TOO MUCH What has ‘our legs,-one 
No flesh nor feathers head and a foot? 
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Ho is happy. 
Ho is contented. 
He is cheertul 


He is loving. 
He is caring. 
Ho is kind. 


He is friendly. 





ust look at him, He brings laughter 
and cheer into our minds, Look at 
the big smile on his face, Doesn't 
he make you smile too? 





Just look 


othe Legenc 


E round, fat 
protruding 
you know 
what... belly! 
You can al 
most see it 

move up and down 
while he laughs. 
Don't you want to 
laugh aloud too? 
Just look at his 
hands! Held high 
up, they si 
say, “lam happy an 








———_—_ COVER STORY 


don't we? He is known as the "Laugh- 
ing Buddha. 
Laughing - yes because he has 
















isfied..." Does this not 
bring to us a feeling of 
contentment? 

Many of us have seen 
this figure- a very popu- 
lar figure. Many of us 
have it as a piece of con- 





the big smile 
Buddha - why 
would he be 
called the 
Buddha? 

In Japanese 
mythology, this 
popular figure 
temporary art inourhomes. is depicted as one of the seven gods of 
We also know his name luck (the Shichi-Fukuj-Jin). Tradition re- 
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lates him to a Chinese monk 


called Putai 
A Laughing Buddha also 
called the Happy Bud- 
dha was a Buddhist Zen Mas- 
ter in China. The Chinese people 
believed that because of his be- 
nevolent nature, he would reincar- 
nate as the Buddha - The Future 
Buddha or the Maitreya Buddha. 
Many Chinese worship him as god- 
a god who would bring good luck 
and prosperity. It is believed that 
rubbing his belly would grant a 
wish! 
Very many homes in the coun- 
GoKULAM 
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ecording to legend, the 


tries of China, Japan and Indo- 
nesia, where Buddhism vastly 
prevails, have this caricature - 
@ god who puts you in a posi- 
tive frame of mind, who stands 
for happiness and longevity, 
who enhances your prosperity, 
who is often seen accompanied 
by children and who cares for 
them, 

While the standing posture with 
the hands up position (the fig- 
ure on the 
cover 
page) is 
consid- 
ered to be 
the original 
form of the 
Laughing 
Buddha, the 
photographs 
in these 
pages depict 
his other more 
recent forms 
as pieces of art. What you can 
see in every picture probably is the 
belly and the smile! 

Why not make a wish today - on 
the day of the fourteenth birthday 
of your favourite magazine 
GOKULAM? A wish for all children 
all over the world, to be happy, 
cheerful and contented. 

Cover Illustration: JAYARAS 
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Answers : 1, Button on 
the man’s coat 2. Ear 
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‘Anusha : | heard you wrote a 
story? A 
Prashanthi : Yes, | did, ‘ 

Anusha: What sitadou? 

Prashanthi : About the 
superstitions that we must not 
follow. 

‘Anusha : Did you post it? 

Prashanthi : No. 

‘Anusha ; Why not? 





Prashanthi: A back cat crossed my way when | 


was going to, 


+B, Naga Prasanna, Age 12, Space Central 


School, Sullurpta - 524 121. 
Dear Naga Prasanna pl. send us 
your residential address at 
once, 
+ Edtor 


Frank : Four 
sailors fell into, 
the sea, but only 
one of them got 
their hair wet 

Johnny: 
How? 

Frank : The 
other three were bald! 
S. Adhika, Std. XI, 
Crown Matriculation, 

Madurai, 


foc} 
AS 
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R 
Sita 
‘of the whole class, 
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Sita : | am Tot going to talk to you 
+ But why? 
jecause you called me stupid in front 


Ram : Oh! I didn't know that itwasa secret 
+ Pravin Venkatraman, 
Std. IX, Fatima HS, 


















Mini : Manu, can you doa 
work that nobody else in the world 





Ofcourse! Iean read my 
handwriting! 

+ K. Janaranjani, 
Std. VII, JVSS. 
School, Chennai, 



























‘Mumbal. Rahul : Can you tol 
me how to get to the hospital 
quickly? 

Preetam ; That's easy. Just stand in the 
middle of the 
road! 

- Sweta 
D'cruz, 

Age 10, 

St. Joseph's 
High School, 
Mumbai. 





‘Friend to Friend 






* A rare 
opportunity knocks 
at your door! 

* Cultivate the 
reading habit in your 
children. 

* Give them a gift 
to cherish in the form 
of GOKULAM 
(English or Tamil) 

An annual 
subscription of just 
Rs.275/- to the 
Tamil weekly KALKI, 
entitles your child to 
six monthly issues 
of Gokulam 
(English or Tamil) 








get my 
Cele) 540) WAV | 
Pistre) (tte) bet 





worth Rs.36/- that 
come absolutely 
free! 

(or better still) 

A subscription of 
Rs.550/ paid for two 
years to KALKI 
fetches your child 
twelve issues of 
Gokulam worth Rs.72- (fora whole 
year) absolutely free! 

NOTE : 

* Existing subscribers to KALKI can 
also renew their subscription. The 
period will be extended 

* All payments in the form of a DD. 
‘or M.O. only, to be made in favour of 
KALKI, Outstation cheques are not 
accepted. Send your payments to 

The Manager, 
“Kallki’, 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. 


GOKULAM 
COMES FREE! 


Kindly fill in the form below 
My Name: —__ 
Myson’s / daughter's name : 





My address 








lease find enclosed an amount of 
Rs. towards annual / two 
year subscription for Kalki. Please 
send 6/12 issues of Tamil / English * 
Gokulam as a gift to my child 

Signature : —_____ 
* Strike out whichever is not applicable. 








ack from school, Brother 

Undir was regaling Sister 

with stories about his new 
Maths teacher. “She is just too much! 
T've never seen anyone so peculiar 
in my life! Her hair keeps falling 
down and she walks about bare foot 
in class!" Brother walked about their 
room with a peculiar gait, mimicking 
his teacher, sort of swaying and 
shaking his head, demonstrating to 
Sister. 

“Didn't she tell you 
where she came 
from?” Sister asked 

“Some school in 
Vijaywada or 
Medawada, | suppose! They 
must have thrown her out! The 
whole class was sniggering 
behind her back!” 

“How does she teach?” 

"Who knows! We didn’t allow her 
to proceed! She also talks very 
funny)” 

“Looks as if you people are being 
nasty to her.” 

You would too, if she was your 
teacher!” 

The next day 



















at school Brother 
was looking 
forward to his 
Maths class. “Its 
just like a free 
period!” he 
thought. New 
Maths Miss came. 
“GOODMOR: 














sing-song-chorus of grinning faces 
‘wishing her. 

“Good morning all of you! You 
look fitand-fine! We start decimals 
today. Please can some body get me 
‘a chalk?” she asked. Normally there 
was competition for such an 
opportunity, It allowed them to get 
cout of class and enter the staff room. 
And it pleased teachers. But this time 
the kids only looked at each other. 
No one volunteered. “Nobody 


TROUBLE FOR THE 
NEW TEACHER 


getting up?” Maths Miss asked. “You 
boy! Please get up and get me some 
chalk!” she ordered, pointing at 
Brother Undir. 

Brother could not suppress a 
smile. But he got up as instructed 
while there was twittering among his 
classmates. Brother was soon back 
with the chalk. Miss started her 
lesson. As the class progressed, 
Laddu and Guddu, two naughty 
fellows decided to distract Miss. 
“Miss! Will your children join this 
schol?” Laddu asked. “Miss! Do you 
have children? We should have asked 
you that first.” Guddu added. 

Miss stopped teaching. A smile lit 
up her face as she thought of her 
children. “I have two daughters,” she 


said, “Both girls!” 

Brother giggled. “What else can 
daughters be, Miss?! They can't very 
well be boys!” Laddu demanded. 
“Perhaps one might be a boy!” 
Guddu suggested. “Both are girls! 
‘And now back to decimals!” said 


she walks About 

















Maths Miss, shutting out any further 
debate 
The class continued for a while. 
Its getting very hot, is it not?" asked 
Maths Miss 
Yes, Miss” replied Brother, 
wondering when the bell was going 
to ring. “We should ask the office for 





asecond fan in the class room , Miss!" 

“Fan number two! Impossible!” 
declared Maths Miss. “I have a better 
idea, Just open the windows and let 
the atmosphere come in!” 

“What?!” asked Brother, “Ob! I 
guess she means air!” twittered 
Laddu. 

twas getting too much for Guddu. 
He was soon making paper airplanes. 
Just then the bell rang. Class was 
over. "Pity!" brother whispered 
under his breath. "We should 
have flung the planes. It would 
have been great to get her 
reaction.” 

‘Next class, OK?” 


They hid the planes 
inside their desks for use 
later. Maths Miss packed 
up her papers and 
said, “I must abandon 
you now! You must all 
get up for PT class! 

There was much 
shuffling of feet and 
dragging of chairs as 

Brother's class noisily started 
leaving the room. Miss 
continued to wait for them. 
The kids were puzzled. Why was she 
still hanging around? It wasn't easy 
to talk about her when she stood right 
there. Cheekily Brother asked, “Miss! 
Don't you have another class? Should 
Tearry your books for you to the staff 
room?” 

“Such a nice fellow!” Miss said, 
handing him her books. “Please put 
them in the staff room, will you? And 





UNDIR STORY 
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come right back! The PT Sir will be 
late, He has asked me to start your 
PT class for him.” 

The others nudged Brother. “You 
are becoming her favourite bov! 
laughed Guddu. 

“Keep it up!” teased Laddu 

Brother sped away and was back 
in a jiffy, a bit uncomfortable about 
seeming to be the favourite of an odd 
teacher. Just as he was back, he saw 
that everyone was in the playground. 
He heard Maths Miss say in a loud 
voice, “All of you please stand in a 
straight circle!” 


UNDIR STORY 


There was giggling all around. 
“Miss! Straight line or round circle?” 
“Come on, come on! Hurry up! 
We are going to play a new game!” 


Past 
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she said, quite oblivious to what was 
going on. 

The game turned out to be rather 
fun, Miss was very agile. The girls in 
class found it a great experience as 
she paid equal attention to girls and 
boys, something PT Sir never did. 
PT Sir came and took over the class. 
Miss left 


Sister Undir doubled up with 
laughter as she heard Brother's 
stories about Miss. But Mama and 
Papa were not pleased at all. They 
did not like the teasing. “People 
come from different backgrounds. 
‘That is no reason to laugh.” 

“But Mal! I've never had such a 


should 3 carry 






funny teacher!” 


A few days 
YY later, right in 
the middle of 

Wi. Breiner 
Undir's Maths 


class there was a 
commotion. The 
kids had made a 
large collection of paper planes. They 
had even written naughty messages 
con the planes. Whiz-z-2! One reached 
the chalk board as Miss was writing 


something with her back turned. 
‘There was a buzz as the entire class 
started talking in loud whispers. She 
did not seem to notice and continued 
with her teaching. Whiz-2-2! Whiz-2- 
2! A second and third plane was flung. 
One hit the board and fell near 
teacher's desk. The second hit Miss 
directly on her head - and she caught 
it! Suddenly the class fell silent. Miss 
turned around. She opened the paper 
plane and read the message on it: 

Q: WHY DOES MISS TAKE OFF 
HER SLIPPERS IN CLASS? A: SO 
SHE DOES NOT SLIP! 

(Caimly Miss folded the plane and 
placed it with her notes. Just then 
the Vice Principal entered the class. 
“Why was there so much noise Ms 
‘Sona? Was there a problem with 
these students?” 

“No Sir! We are doing decimals. 
‘And as you can see they are all quiet, 
T have no doubt that they have all 
been paying attention because | have 
written down a surprise test for them, 
to do on the board, Sir! Those who 
pass it are going to be selected for 
my special coaching for the 
mathematics talent test!” 

“Ms Sona! So that's who she is! 
Gosh!" whispered Guddu to Brother. 

“What do you mean?” Brother 
‘wanted to know. “Did you realize that 
she has just set us a test?!” But he 
could not get a reply as the Vice 
Principal was watching. 

“Class! You are all very lucky to 
have Ms Sona agreeing to teach you. 
We have her with us just for a year. 
She is here to do her research in 





number theory after which she goes 
back to Paris where she is a 
mathematician, Remember to 
make the most of her time 
with us 

“Ooh!” “We didn't know!” 
“Gosh!” The Vice Principal 
then turned to Maths Miss and 
said, "Sona, your award letter 
has come. Your husband, [i=] 
Patrice, has brought it from Jd 
Paris. And there are two fig 
reporters waiting to interview 
you. You may wind up the class. I 
will take over and supervise the test 
till the bell!” 

The class was stumped! They 
could not even moan and groan with 
the VP supervising! And to think that 
they actually had a young 
mathematician teaching them which 
they never knew about! What a 
shame! Brother felt very small. 
Besides, how were they to do the 
test? They had not paid the slightest 
attention to what Maths Miss had 
tried to say. It was either confess and 
take a chance with being forgiven or 
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hide their behaviour and surely fail in 
the test! Brother whispered to Laddu. 
The VP saw them and growled, 
“What's this? Talking during a test!” 

The class decided to confess. 
They told the VP everything. Brother 
Undir took the lead. “So, Sir, we 
cannot do the test today. We are 
teally sorry about our behaviour. Miss 
did not even complain against us! 

“Hmm! But you cannot escape so 
easily, The class will sit down. | want 
each of you to write an apology letter 
to Ms Sona. I cannot persuade her 
to excuse you all today. If she wishes 
she may give you another date. 
If not, all of you will get zeros, 
You ‘will also miss the 
opportunity of special 
coaching from her! 

So all of them wrote out 
apology letters. Brother Undir 
collected all of them and took 
them to the staff room during 
break. Ms Sona was sitting 
there with two identical little 
girls with blue eyes and brown 


UNDIR STORY 





curls. She saw Brother looking 
hesitant. “Come in! Come right in! 
Meet my twins!” Brother was quite 
struck by them - this was the first time 
he had actually seen identical twins. 
He handed over the letters from the 
class and explained what was going 
on, looking sheepish. What would 
Miss say? Would she believe them? 
She was new and instead of making 
her feel comfortable, they had all 
been rather ill behaved. 

‘Suddenly Miss burst out laughing 
as she read the letters! “This is the 
cleverest way to escape a test that | 
have seen! Hunh! 

‘No, Miss! We are all truly sorry!" 
replied Brother smiling uncertainly, 

“True or not, I accept. That is 
because my twins have loved the 
paper plane that I collected. Can you 
teach them how to make paper 
planes?” 

What a relief! Brother gratefully 
agreed! She did have a sense of 
humour, even when she was the 
intended victim! Maths Miss had no 
further trouble and Brother did 
become her favourite! 
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other to the extent they could. 

They were, a tomato, achilli and an 
onion! 

All three were proud of their 
friendship and took a vow that they 
would remain together till the end of 
their lives. 


A Tear For The 


ONION 
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‘One day, the three friends went to a 
theatre to see a cinema, While they 
were watching the movie, a stout man 
entered and in the darkness he sat on 
the tomato without noticing it, And that 
\was the end of the tomato, 

The onion and chili cried for their 
friend. What else could they do? They 
cried until their tears dried up. 





Some days later, the onion and 
chilli were walking along the road 
when a car wheel ran 


‘over the chilli. And 
that was the end of 
poor chilli 


‘The onion cried and 
cried but it did not 
reduce his grief. He 
was so sad that he 
decided to jump in the 
lake and give up his 
life 


When he neared 


the lake he found a sage praying, on 
the bank. The sage opened his eyes on 
hearing the onions whimper and asked 
him why he was crying, 

“Lam all alone,” said the onion. 
“Both my friends are dead and 1 
propose to end my life!” 

“That is not a brave deed,” said the 
A sage, “You must live till your 
end comes as destined by 
God, and face the problems of 
life. Take courage.” 

“But who will cry for me 
when I'm dead?” asked the onion. “I've 
no friends at all!” 

“Don’t worry” said the sage 











give you a boon! Any one who picks 
you and cuts you up or peels you, will 
surely ery for you!” 





‘The onion thanked the sage and 









‘Student : What is tne date today? 
Examiner : Shhh... You are not 
supposed to talk or ask anything, Write 
your exam quiet. 

Student : But Sir, | want to write 
atleast the date correctly in my answer 
paper! 
=P. Mohankumar, Std. Vill A, Sri 
Vijay Vidyalaya Matric, Hosy 
walked away satisfied that he would be 
loved by every body and mourned too! 

And that is why the onion is a 
favourite for all and anyone who wants 
to taste it will also shed a tear for it! 
reelaj Nair, 
» Malappuram 

























PUZZLE 


HIDDEN INVENTOR 

Fill in the blanks using the given 
clues. Put together the letters in the 
circle to get the name of a famous 
inventor, 

1, Part of the body affected by 
pneumonia ; OQ — 

2, The country which celebrates 
Independence day on February 4th: 











-O- 

4, Religious book of the Jews ; 
aan) 

5. The game in which the term 
‘cue’ is used : O--- 





6. Planet nearest to the sun : 
ae Poe _ 

7. Capital of Thailand : OQ — — — 

8. Capacity to do work 
fo} 

9. Birth place of Buddha :O _ 














19. Inventor of dynamite : 
Osnsaicusn— 

+S. Sindhu, Std. IX, Nirmala 

Rani High School, Bangalore. 


MAGIC HEXAGON 


Here is a section of a 
honeycomb- seven hexagons in a 
group. Can you write the numbers 
1 through 7, one in each hexagon, 
so that all three lines across the 
middle add up to a total of 12? 

- Nirmala Chellappa, Std. X, 
Indian Airlines Ideal School, 
Mumbai. 


SICK TRICKS 
1. What would you give a sick 
bird? 
2, Where would you take a sick 
dog? 
3, Where would you take a sick 
horse? 
4, What would you do to a sick 
frog? 
- Deepak Raja Ravindran, 
Std, V B, St, Paul’s School, 
New Delhi. 


JOKEY RIDDLES 
4, Why are flowers lazy? 
2, Which is the strongest day? 
3, Three plus three makes six. 
When does it become seven? 
4, Which was Gandhij’s favourite 


dish? 
= R. Lakshmi, Std. Vill, 
National High School, Calcutta. 
Dear Lakshmi, Please send us 
your complete address along with 
the pin code. 


SHARING CHOCOLATES 
A crate contains 100 bars of 
chocolate. There are 100 people 
‘men, women and children to share 
them, the condition being that each 
man receives three bars, each 
woman two and each child only half 
abar. How many men, women and 
children were there? 
= S, Umesh Raj, Age 15, Sree 
Narayana Mission Senior 
Secondary School, Chennai. 





THE GREAT AUTHORS 


Fill up the blanks using the clues 


to get the world famous poet. 
Authors of : 
1. Broken Wings 
2, Oliver Twist 
3, Jungle book 


4, The adventures of Tom 
Sawyer 

5, The adventures of Robinson 
Crusoe 

6, War and Peace 

7. Republic 















































8, Glimpes of World History 





9, Gitanjali 





ANSWERS ON 


10, Das Capital 





PAGE : 57 





11, Mein Kampf. (my struggle) 











-B, Saranya, Std. X A, 



































Bharathiyar Matriculation 
School, Guduvancheri. 
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had the weekend and two 


more days as holidays. We had got up 
early and had burst crackers. After a 
heavy meal at noon we went out to play 
inthe garden, My cousins were there too 
“Let us play hide and seek," cried my 
younger brother. We all thought it was a 
‘good idea, My grandmother's house had 
GoKULAM 
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a beautiful garden with many 
trees and bushes, besides other 
good places to hide! So the 
‘game began, 

‘Suddenly we heard Naina 
call out.,, She seemed 

shocked and 
surprised at the 
same time, She 

looked frightened as 


K00., 


she stood pointing out to 
something behind the tulsi 
plant, We ran to her and there it 
‘was- a tiny black bird crouched, 
head under her wings and 
shivering, 

“Look! It's a cuckoo bird. 





“There is something on 
J) her nee Isai 
wi) Her nec. Is itblood? 1 he 











‘an she move? Let us go 
near to find out.” 

‘No! No! Please do not go near 
her. Let her be. I am sure she is hurt 
warned the others 
as 1 went inside to call grandma, 











situation, She gave each one of us 
instructions -to get some water first 
some cotton - an ink filler and some 
ointment. Yes! the little bird was hurt. 
Badly hurt, Just under the scruff of her 
neck was a cut - not too large, but big 


S oon Grandma took charge of the 








nough to be bleeding. We got into 
action. The bird had to be named first. 
We decided to call her BANSURI. 
Grandma carefully gave hera few drops 
of water through the ink filler as Bansuri 
‘opened her tiny beak. She was thirsty! 
‘We stood around grandma as we watched 
her able, experienced hands- one holding 
the bird gently and the other caressing 
the wound, We found an old shoe box 


CUCKOO, 











PETPALS 
and made a soft bed of cotton and wool 
where Bansuri now lay fast asleep 
feeling - it seemed - more strong and 











‘e decided to take Bansuri back 


itwas feed time, She would come with a 
“hop, skip and jump’ to the door, all eager 
and happy. A peck or two at the grains 
and fruit and she would go for a little 
dance circling around merrily, only to 
return for another peck and a drink of 
‘water. Her injury was now totally heeled 
dma, 








= thanks 10 G 


Although 
Bansuri ate and 
slept, became 
stronger and played 






with the rabbits, yet at times she seemed! 
to be deep in thought sitting in a commer 
all by herself, We wondered why. 

‘Are we not feeding her well? 

Does she not have enough space to 
move about? 

Is she not free to mos 
house and our garden’ 

Is not her wound heeled well? 

Why? Why does she seem sad at 
times? 

She seemed to miss something or 
somebody... We were unable to find the 
answer, 


tdawn one morning, still in bed, 
A T heard Bansuri’s call loud and 


clear, excited and frequent. 1 








about in our 
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cd carefully fora while, It was not 
just Bansuri, She seemed to get a reply. 
‘There were (wo birds each one replying 
the other's call. They seemed to have a 
ong conversation, 

T sprang up “rom bed now knowing 
the answer to Bansuri’s sadness. I ran 
‘out into the garden and there she was. 
looking out of the rabbit pen, Her head 
was held high and she let out the same 
call again, And there came a prompt 
reply. [traced the second call to large 
neem tree that stood across the road just 
‘outside our house. There on a branch - 
‘on the tip of a branch - perched 
delicately was another cuckoo 








bird, a little 
7 larger than Bansu 

wee I feltextremely excited 
und thrilled now, knowing what exactly 
todo. [quickly brought the key to open 
the door of the rabbit pen to set free 
Bansuti. The first wo or three steps that 
Bansuri took were slow and seemed 
hesitant and doubtful I stroked her back 
sofily and gently pushed her forward - 

as if to suggest “fly”! Bansuri, fly! 
Bansuri looked up at me as if to say 
“hank you" and with a gentle nod of her 
head meaning “good bye" she flew away 
{o join her new found friend on the neem 
tree, Where ever they were going from 
there, it would he a very happy flight, I 
—Amarjith, Std, Xil, S.K.M.HS.S., 
Kumarakom, Kerala. 























screamed for my fa- 
ther. My father came 
and gently tapped the 
shoe against the wall, 
Nothing happened. 
(On my insisting, my 
father slowly slipped 
his hand into the shoe 
and to our hortor, a 
tiny frog jumped out, 
right onto my father’s 
chest, A cute looking 
frog alright but what 
a place for him to 
hide! 

After this incident, 
| am always very 




















i careful. | gently feel 

FROG and press the shoe near the 

FRIGHT! y 14, | tip before inserting my hand 
GPA | into it 

dust like every other ae - SIN. Kirtana, 

day, that morning td, | Std. VIII B, St. Joseph's 

got ready to polish my High School, 











shoes. | opened the lid of Bhubaneshwar 
the polish, dabbed a 
bit of it on one of the 
shoes and rubbed it ) 
briskly to make it 

shine. It was done. 
Then | picked up the 
other shoe and slid 
my hand into it to 


S hold it emily. As | did {Koxs» ~S ( 








WW so, | suddenly felt 
© something soft, wet 


2 and siithery at the tip. [——} 


>< Quickly | pulled out 

Wimy + hand and 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
STAN LAUREL : Born on June 


16, 1890 as Arthur Stanley Jefferson 
Ulverston, England, Raised in Eng 





land, Made his first trip to the United 
States of America as a 


oe 


of Fred Karo Mu- 

sic Comedy troupe which 
included the famous Charlie 
Chaplin. Continued to stay in 
‘America landing on occasional movie 
jobs that came his way. Referred to 
as “the thin one” by one and all, 
emerged to be an alltime comic gen- 
ius. Easily the most inspired comedy 
creator besides having acted in the 
movies. Portrayed as a dim witted 
person, silly and stupid, with natural 


Prat 
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fright - wig hair. Stan Lau- 
rel died on February 23, 
1965. But his memory 
lives on for ever. 


OLIVER HARDY: 
Born on Jan 18, 1892 as 
Norwell Hardy in Harlem, 
Georgia in the United 
States of America. Destined for a 
milltary career, ended up opening a 
movie theatre in Georgia. Found 
work as an actor and 
moved to Holly- 








ane 


wood, later to en- 

ter the famous Hal 

Roach Studio. Babe Hardy re~ 

ferred to as “the fat one” by one and 

all, was no writer/director, A man of 

many hobbies, known to race off to 

the golf course at the end of a busy» 
day. One of the 
screen's greatest 
actors, Portrayed 

asacourllyperson 


od 





aman with expansive gestures, ex- 
hibiting total control over his partner. 
Oliver Hardy died on August 07, 
1957. 
But the ripples he created resound 
even now when we watch the pair in 
their evergreen films. 


CAREER 

The great meeting took place at a 
great place on a great day - a day to 
be remembered in the History of 
Comedy Films. 

It was at the Hal Roach Studios 
that the three important men met in 
1926. The three men who were des- 
tined to make the entire world laugh 
injoy - Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy and 
Hal Roach. Hal Roach was then a 
pioneer film maker and producer -the 
owner of the Hal Roach Studios. The 
partnership of these terrific three- 
some was indeed a 
turning point in the 

Comic Era. 

Hal Roach cre- 
ated the duo and 
within a year of 

their first joint 

appearance, 

they were pro- 
jected as the 
world's new 
comedy team. 









THE FILMS 

Itwas the simple, grace- 
ful, elegant and innocent 
style of comedy adopted, 
that led to immediate suc- 
cess. There was inno- 
cence and love in every- 


thing - the story, 
the character, the 
feeling, the 
event, the mess, 
the arguments, 
the fight and the 
settlement. twas 
a casual style of 
comedy that 
spoke to people 
allover the world, 
crossing, tran- 
scending lan- 
guage barriers. 


THE SILENT 
SHORTS 
(1920 - 1929) 

The history of 
their films dates 
back to the silent 
shorts - silent 
movies - short 
films. 

Between 1920 
and 1927, ap- 
peared a few of 
these — silent 
shorts (during 
which period the 
two of them had 
not yet ‘teamed’) Duck Soup, Lucky 
Dog, Flying Elephant, Sugar Dad- 
dies, to name afew. 

In 1928 appeared the maximum 
number of silent shorts. As a team 
‘now, films like Calllof the Cuckoo, Big 
Business, From Soup to Nuts etc 
were made, 





SOUND SHORTS (1929 - 1935) 
As the name suggests, then came 


et BB 
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the short fms with 
sound, introduced. 
As many as 39 
films were pro- 
duced during this 
period. It was at 
this time that the 
team gained immense popularity. 
The collaboration was a great suc- 
‘cess and with the back up given by 
Hal Roach, they moved into the 
phase of making films or movies. 


FEATURE FILMS (1931 - 1951) 

What started as a collaboration to 
make silent shorts, blossomed into a 
further strengthening of the bondage 
when the feature films were intro- 
duced. Very soon the team took the 
talking films into their stride and very 
successfully at that, 

Pack up your Troubles, Sons of 
the Desert (a well known film), Bo- 
hemian Girl, Way out 
West, The Dancing 
Masters, The Bull 
Fighters -to name only 
a few - were all films 









of great success. 
Each one of them 
a master piece of 
tireless, everlast- 
ing comedy. 


OSCAR AWARD 

Further success to their commit- 
ted work, came in the form of an ‘Os- 
car Award’, In 1932 their short film 
“The Music Box’ won the prestigious 
Oscar. 

‘ter their tarm at Hal Roach, both 
Laurel and Hardy started their own 
production company. It is true that 
they were now unable to derive the 
‘success that they had enjoyed un- 
der the guidance of Hal Roach. 


SECRET OF THEIR, 
SUCCESS 

I today the universe still resonates: 
with the good humour of both Laurel 
and Hardy, if to-day even after 
50 years of their last film they 
bring laughter to one and all, 
young and old, what then could 
be the secret of their success? 

Just read on to what Hal 
Roach had to say as a tribute: 

“There are many reasons 
Why Laurel and Hardy were a 
great comedy team but one of 
the basic reasons is that each 
was a perfect man forthe other. 
They complemented each other 
perfectly... The best visual co- 
medians imitate children really. 
No one could do this as well as 
Laurel and Hardy. People like 
that aren’t around anymore." 





GIFU’S TRAVELS 


By : VENU VARIATH 






There once lived in a village in China | 
‘an old woman and her son Gifu. Gifu 
worke 


ed hard all day and night fora 





living, but it was still not sufficient, 


Why is this lake all dried up? 

that despite all the 

gx O\ hard work, we don’t get enough, 
t 





[Gifu decided to set out in search 
of answers to his questions. 








Please may | have 
a glass of water? 











Where are you going 
in such a hurry? 


areal (@ 
mee 


- 2 
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Can you find out why my orange tree Gifu came to a seashore. 
does not bear any fruit? @ oS eran) 
a |H ca ever cross the 
Lay H (3 Vs sea? 




















Can you take me to 
the other side? 1 

ant to meet the God , 
___ there. 5 


; 
ton 1h 


you? Why are 
you upset?, 


















| will help you if you can 

find out from Him why | 

cannot go to heaven although 
help everybody. 














The dragon carried Gifu across the sea. 









‘The next day, Gifu reached a big city. 


Can you take me 
to the God of the, 
west? 

fel 


eco 1am OA 
: 
Y r ) 


Fe 
ES [Pt seek answers to my 


Za \ questions, sirt 


| You can either ask - questions or | | Satisfied, Gifu walked back. 
be satistc a) 


Pel Alen 


find answers for 










































tell me.) me to the otherside, 






Did you Mt you do two good Then you must 
find the deeds, au can go | sins any the 
answer?, 2 


diamond that you 
wear on your head, 
Then you will go to 
heaven. 
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Will you please | | When Gifu did so the dragon flew off to 
pluck the heaven... 
diamond 













You may 
keep that 










diamond 
as 2 gift 














‘Aha! Found the pots 
at last! 





Yes. Remove the 
pots of gold and 
silver that fie under 
the pond, in your 
garden. Then water 
r your tree. It will 

> bear fruit. 





‘Any luck? 
Did you find 























are for you 
@ 








Jwhen she meets a person. of hei} 
choice and falls in love with him, 














GoKuLAM 
mY vuiy ‘ot 




















n Gifu wished, 
his mother got her 
eye sight back, 





Our wishes are fulfilled 
when we have 

special diamond. Look! 
18 lake is full of clear, 














Gifu and his family lived happily 
ever after. 
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pustering tsarmnacies! 
Do you know the answers? 





SPECIAL PUZZL 
UNDER TWELVE 


How many cartoon characters 
can you spotin this collage? A test 
for your memory. Look at the 
picture carefully -just fora minute 
(60 seconds only). Now close the 
ook. Have you closed it? Well go 
ahead and write down, You can 
rate yourself at the end of it. You 
have just five minutes to recall and 
write. 

RULE: DO NOT OPEN THE BOOK 
FOR THE NEXT FIVE MINUTES. 

TURN TO PAGE 74 FOR THE 
LIST AND TO KNOW YOUR RATING. 















PUZZLE); 


TOONS }| \° 


Here are three 
pictures of very fi 
‘mous cartoon fami 
lies all of whom are 
productions of Hanna 
“Ba 
Classify the fol 
lowing clues under the 
thee different fa 
to get an appropriate 
note about each of 
them and to know the 
characters 
CLUES 
# They belong tothe 
Modem Stone - Age family. 
# They live in Orbit C 
4 They set traps to catch the bad. 
“The four sleuthing teenagers 
up to solve mysteries. 
They live in the 2st Century 
‘They were originally known as the Flag Stones 
‘A dog - a great dane ~ isthe hero 
‘They are a family of four and have a big pet dog 
Their neighbours are Barney and Betty 
‘They live in Sky Pad Apartments 
“They have a dinosaur as their pet. 
Elroy isthe name of the small boy 
‘They like to travel. 
“They live in Pedrock city 
“The first show was premiered in 1972. 
Almost every episode features a ghost 
‘Theyre knownasthe Space Ace iy: AD 
‘The original series dates back to the 1960's. page 74 
Guest stars have been recently introduced. 
Only 24 episodes were produced for the original series in the year 
1962 - 63. 















the dog team 























EXPERIENCE 


his happened to my uncle afew 
months ago. 
My uncle and aunt had all of a 
sudden stopped talking to each 
other, obviously because they had 








tomorrow. 

It was at 6.30 
the next day that 
my uncle got up. 
Ofcourse he had 








a quarrel 

‘They soon reached an agreement as 
to how they would then communicate. t 
was decided, mutually ofcourse, that they 
ould write notes to each other. These 
‘notes must be put up only at specific 
places, on the table or on the bed. This 
arrangement worked fine and continued 
until one day. 

‘My uncle had to catch a train early the 
next morning. The departure time was 6 
a.m, He wanted to be woken up on time, 
Hence, he left a note on the table for my 
aunt - “Please wake me up at 4.30 a.m. 








over slept and 
hence missed the train. 
Being extremely annoyed 
‘he jumped out of bed only 


nate nea his pillow. Itsaid 
“itis now 4.30 a.m, Please 
wake up.” 

My uncle burst out 
laughing and after this 
incident, my uncle and 
‘aunt decided it was better 
to communicate verbally 
than by writing notes to 
each other! 
~ Sampreet Hegde, Std. 

‘VIILB, V.S. Pillay 
English Medium School, 











fe opened the letter. A thought 
ful frown appeared on his face 
ashe read, 

My dear Augustine, 

Tam writing in some haste to tell 
you that the impulsiveness of your 
aunt has led to a rather serious mis- 
take. 

She tells me that she dispatched 
toyouyesterday by parcel posta sem- 
ple bottle of my new Buck-U-Uppo, 
which she obtained without my 
Inowledge from my laboratory. Had 
she mentioned what she was intend- 
ing to do, I could have prevented a 
very unfortunate occurrence 

‘Mulliner’s Buck U-Uppo is of two 
grades or qualities - the A and the B. 
‘The A is a mild, 


but strengthen: 
tng, tone de- 
signed for hu- 
man invalids. 


The B, on the other hand, is purely for cir 
culation in the animal kingdom, and was 
invented to fill a long-felt want throughout 
‘our Indian possessions 

‘As you are doubtless aware, the favour 
ite pastime of the Indian Maharajahs is the 
hhunting of the tiger of the jungle from the 
backs of elephants; andithas happened fre- 
quently in the past that hunts have been 
spoiled by the failure ofthe elephant to see 
eye to eye with its owner in the matter of 
‘what constitutes sport 

‘Teo often elephants, on sighting the t- 
ger, have turned and galloped home; and it 
‘was to correct this tendency on their part 
that invented Mulliner’s Buck U-Uppo"B” 
One teaspoonful of the Buck-U-Uppo “B” 
administered in its morning bran mach will 
cause the most timid elephant to trumpet 
loualy and charge the fiercest tiger without 
a qualm, 
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CURTAIN 


Abstain, therefore, from taking any of 
the contents of the bottle you now possess, 





And believe me, 
Your affectionate uncle, 
Wilfred Muliner 

Augustine remained for some time in 
deep thought after perusing this communi- 
cation. Then, rising, he whistled a few bars 
ofthe psalm appointed forthe twenty-sixth 
cf June and left the room. 

Half an hour ater a telegraphic message 
was speeding over the wires 

Iranas follows 


Wilred Muliner, 
The Gables, 
Lesser Lossingham, 
Salop. 
Letter received. Send immediately, 
COD, three cases ofthe “B”. “Blessed shall 


be thy basket and thy store.” Deuteronomy 
li. 
Augustine 
+ from "Mulliner's Buck - U-Uppo” 
ake 


“Yesterday, Claude and | arrived in 
London from our Bexhill home to give Julia 
a pleasant surprise, We stayed, naturally, 
in the boardinghouse where she has been 
living for the past six weeks. And what do 
you think we discovered?” 

“Insects,” 

“Not insects. A letter. From a young 
‘man. | found 10 my Horror that a young 
‘man of whom I knew nothing was arrang- 
ing to marry my daughter. | sent for him 
‘immediately, and found him to be quite im- 
possible, He eles els!” 


RAISER 


“Does what?” 

“He is an assistant at ajelied eel shop.” 

"But surely,” said Lord Ickenham, “that 
‘speaks well for him, The capacity to jelly an 
eel seems to me to argue intelligence of a 
high order, It isn't everybody who can do 
it. By any means. | know if someone came 
to me and said “Jelly this eel!" | should 
be nonplused. And so, or | am very much 
mistaken, would Ramsay Macdonald and 
Winston Churchill.” 

‘The woman did not seem to see eye to 
eye. 





"Tohah!" she said, "What do you sup- 
pose my husband's brother Charlie Parker 
Would say if | allowed his niece to marry a 
‘man who jellies eels?” 

“Ant” said Claude, who, before we go 
any further, was a tll, drooping bird with a 
red soup-strainer mustache, 


“Or my husband's brother, Henry 
Parker.” 

“Ant” said Claude. “Or Cousin Alf 
Robbins, for that matter.” 

‘actly. Cousin Alfred would die of 
shame.” 

The girl Julia hiccupped passionately, 
‘so much so that Pongo says it was all he 
‘could doto stop himself nipping across and 
taking her hand in his and patting it. 

“F've told you a hundred times, Mother, 
that Wilberforce is only jellying eels tl he 
finds something better.” 

‘What is better than an ee?" asked Lord 
‘ckenham, who had been following tis dis- 
cussion with the close attention it deserved, 
“For jllying purposes, | mean.” 

“He is ambitious, It won't belong,” sald 
the gir, "before Wilberforce suddenly rises 
inthe world 

‘She never spoke a truer word, At this 











very moment, up he came from behind the 
settee like a leaping salmon. 
from “Uncle Fred Flits By." 
kk 


You have just read excerpts from 
the writings of one of the world's most 
famous humourous authors -Pelham 
Grenville Wodehouse, Wodehouse, the 
king of light comedy, is 
well known for the intro 
duction of gooty charac- 
ters, twisting plots and 
‘non sensical dialogues. 

Humour and laughter 
are very much part of our 
lives -orsothey should be. 

We have introduced 
you toa very small portion 
of humourous writings. Do 
read more of such good lit- 
erature -P.G. Wodehouse, R.K. Narayan, 
Roald Dahl, Rudyard Kipling, Gerrald 
Durrell (for animal lovers)... 

= the list is endless, 

Read on and be happy. 
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Trees anireastng | [Blu Hep met 
football match today. The 

ways and Cauvery ils} "9MtINS stove, 
Van't miss this, ee 
























Be a good boy. Thave a 
have filled the water | few chores to do, Run 
vessel too, tonne along and buy these things 
am | free? in the market, will you? 





Thave to run real fast 
it have to goto the 
match today. 


















everything is okay. eau? ua ct I me today? 


i f 
Pult... Puff... pant... ‘Are'nt you & / Why should 
on Poa OF oe ot [ee i (is Rapoen to 








) 

Let me goatleast shelf. He was q aoe ihe} 
now. oa) Nery sel BE 0 atcha this 
7oray.)_ about ta Sy rate? Well. 





OKay.,/ NBD | What book is, 


FS this? 























tency { 


"straight into 
Ha..Ha... Exactly straight in 
{ what ined now. 4 Yu are going 
| only | could 

hypnotise mom. 








‘Recording to this book, | 
‘one has to fix his eyes | 
‘on an object, stare at it ( 

firmly and repeat —) 























Poor Suppandi! Why did 
this happen to him? How is 
it that he gets himself into 
a mess so often? 

It was an accident that 


Suppandi himself looked 
thinner than ever, weak and 
tired. He was also hurt on 
his head and hand and 
had plasters on them too! 
had brought Suppandi to He had been admitted into 
where he was now. You the hospital just the day 
have guessed it right! He before, and had already 
was in hospital, his left leg (now begun to feel the pain of boredom 
twice its original size) all in plaster besides the physical pain. So 
and hanging in the air on asling. bored was he that he had 

written (or signed) his name 


‘on the hard plaster a 100 
times now! 

Suppandi's mind travelled 

back to what had happened. 














His master had sent him last 


SI a T night on one of his errands to 








collect clothes from the 
tailor. And Suppandi had 
collected his guts together 
to ride on the scooter. 
While on the main road, 
Suppandi saw opposite 
to him, two big lights 
moving towards him. He 
knew what to do -or so 
he told himself - and drove 
right through the middle 
of a lorry that was moving 
towards him. Of course 
he had thought that the 
lights belonged to two 
different scooters! 


Now, Suppandi was 
waiting for his master's 















arrival at 
the hospi- 
LX, tal. His master had 
“Cl tr) been kind 
enough to ex- 


cuse him for not 
having com- 
\ pleted his er- 
rand. 

Suppandi 
got ready to 
greet his 
master. After 
all, he had a 
lot to explain 
to him - how 
it all hap- 
pened. 

His master 
finally arrived 








and was of course shocked to see 
his servant in such a state. Master 
was very anxious to know how it 
had all happened and asked, “My 
dear Suppandi, what a terrible 
thing to happen! How did you meet 
with such an accident?” 

Suppandi was moved deeply at 
his master's concern. 

“My dear master, he said, “to be 
very honest with you, | did not see 
the third vehicle coming in be- 
tween the two scooters!” 

Poor Suppandi! When will he 
ever leam!? 

- S. Rashmi, 16 yrs, 
Marimallappai Pre - University 
College, Rama Vilas Road, 
Mysore - 570 024 
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I hat on earth are you 
W talking about? Tell 
‘me what happened?” 
Babu was puzzled. He wanted to 
know more about the problems 
at Biggate and the orphan- 
age. After all, Biggate was 
his home too. He almost 
felt that he was the host 
who ought totake 
of Mina, even though 
it was her grand- 
mother’s 











re is Big 
asked Mina, 
seeing her 
grandma, 

“she not 
come,” explained Shalu, 
fone of the twins. “Last 
hight, after dinner, there 
‘was the ustal roll call atthe or= 





not 


could 








phanage. Two of 
the children did 
not reply. They 
soon found out that the kids were 
missing altogether!” 

“They were nowhere in the build- 
ing or on the grounds! Now the polic: 
have been called in!" exclaimed Malu, 
the other twin, 

“Wait till you reach Biggate! Big 
‘Amma is waiting anxiously for you!” 
added Shalu. 

Soon the taxi took them to Biggate. 
GOKULAM 
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THe MISSING 
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They found Big Amma in an animated 
discussion with the police. The matron 
was also there, nearly in tears, Babu 
and Mina did not know what to do. 
‘They brought their bags in with the 
help of the taxi driver and were wait 
ing for Big Ammato pay him. But see- 
ing the police the taxi driver said he 
‘would wait, He was in no hurry. He hid 





no intention of missing out on all the 
exciting things going on! Nothing this 
exciting had happened in 

Igatpuri before, Big 






















and shooed him off 

“What has happened, B 
Mina asked, 

Big Amma hugged Mina, “Shh! I'll 
tell you everything by and by. Just wash 
up and relax after your journey while I 
finish with the police. Babu! Will you 
help Mina to put her things away in the 
litte room prepared for her?” 


Amma?” 








“Aren't you forgetting something?” 
Babu asked Mina signalling to Big 
Amma's feet. 
“Hmm!” nodded Mina and bent 
down to greet her grandma, “Bless you 
little one! May you have a long life and 
always be happy!” 
“Big Amma, please bless me so that 
Thave an adventure these holidays!” 
“Certainly not! Off you go for your 
bath!” 
“Bye, Mina!” said Babu, 
after helping Mina with her 
bags, “We're off for no\ 
said the twins, "But we'll be back later 
to play!” Big Amma was pleased with 
how responsibly Babu had brought 
Mina to Igatpuri, She gave him thirty 
rupees as spending money 
‘which Babu quickly pocketed 
with a thank you grin, 
0 heard the story about 

the lost orphans. It 
was a puzzle. Why would 
jone kidnap them? The po: 
lige did not expect any ran- 
som note as who would pay 
to get them back? Everybody 
seemed to think that it was the 
ult, The children 
must have run away because she was 
very strict. But the other kids did not 
seem to think so, They thought their 
matron was a little silly, but not rough 
tall 

‘The next morning, much to every- 
cone’s surprise, the matron received a 
warning note written out in capital let- 

















ver a hot meal Mina 











matron’s 
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ters: 

“YOU WILL HAVE MORE 
TROUBLE IF YOU STAY HERE! 
BEWARE! BETTER FIND SOME- 
WHERE ELSE TO LIVE!” The ma- 
tron had come rushing in to show Big 
‘Amma the note, Mina was intrigued! 
“Someone seems to be against me or 
the orphans! I wonder why’”" matron, 
said. 

“Minat Call Babu in, We had better 


report this to the police!” said Big 
Amma. 
Mina fetched Babu, The twins also 





trailed in after him, “If they can go to 
the police station, $0 can I! I've never 
even been inside a real police station 
before!” said Mina, “Why not?” asked 
‘Shalu, “Living ina city you don’t learn 
much, do you?” asked Malu, 

“Oh, shut up! Stop boasting unnec- 
essatily!” Babu tried to shut the twins 
up. “You see,” he explained, “their 


Pas 
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class-mate's motherisa sub 
inspector of police. So they 
hear a lot of police stories 
at home, Pretending they 
know a lot! Don’t pay 
any attention to 
Shalu-Malu!” 


[= was 

Jie out 

to be more 

exciting than Mina 

had expected. The 

constable at the po- 

lice station knew 

Babu and the twins. 

Mina was impressed. He 

heard Big Amma's message and 

promised to visitthe orphanage and meet 

the matron, “And who is this?” he asked, 

pointing at Mina. “She is Big Amma's 

grand daughter who doesn't know 

much!” replied Shalu, “She’s from a big, 

city, you see!” added Malu. Mina made 

a face, The constable smiled at Mina, 

‘Run along all of you! Tell Big Amma 
Til be there soon!” he said 

‘When they got back to Biggate, they 

found a very interesting looking old 


‘man trying to read Big Amma's future, 


The matron was also sitting by Big 
Amma's side, “Come on, Big Amma, 
let him do some predictions!" egged 
‘on matron, since Big Amma was obvi- 
ously reluctant. “He might even have 
a solution to the missing children!” 
“Yes, I see TWO missing children! 
Children with no parents!” said the as- 
trologer in a sing-song voice, with his 
eyes closed. Matron gasped. “Talso see 


one little girl... a temporary resident 
here!” This time Big Amma gasped, 
looking at Mina. “Oh, alright! Go 
ahead!” agreed Big Amma, producing 
her horoscope. 

The astrologer spread it out, did 
some mental calculations and after 
‘mumbling something to himself said, 
[see money! Big money for you! Are 
you planning to sell any property? If 
you do, it will be a good transaction!” 


“Of course not! I'm not planning to 

sell!" replied ee 
Amma, “But it mine 
mma, “But it is mor net 


true that Ido have 
some offers for 
this house which T 
have politely 
rejected!” 

“Not good! Not 
good!" 
trologer. 
to sell is now!” 

Matron looked worried. “What 
would happen to us if Big Amma sold 
this place? We are all so well settled 
here, The orphanage has so much sup- 
port from Big Amma! 

“Not good to have orphanage here! 
said the astrologer. “Not good for chil- 
dren to be in this compound! More will 
‘be missing!” 

“Big Amma! Why don’t you sell 
and come to Madras? Appa and I would 
love to have you there!” said Mina. 

“Much wisdom the little one has! 
I'd like to read her horoscope.” 

“But I don’t think I have one!” ex- 
claimed Mina, She so badly wanted 
hers read. It would have been fun! 












“Will you see my horoscope, 
please?” asked the matron. “I'll bring 
it in a minute. I live right here in the 
same compound!" The astrologer nod- 
ded. “Anyone else wants their's read? 
Please go and bring them” he sug- 
gested, looking at Babu, Shalu and 
Malu, Babu looked at Big Amma for 
permission. She shook her head. So 
Babu didnot move even though he was 
tempted, 

Matron rushed 
back with her horo- 
scope. The astrolo- 

ger looked at itand 
said, “Have you 
been facing some 
trouble lately? 

Anything to do 

with the police?” 





anyone 
——— 
Matron could not believe 


what she heard, Neither could Big 
Amma. Big Amma had little faith in 
all this, but could hardly explain the 
astrologer’s predictions, Mina and 
Babu were a little scared. “Spooky!” 
said Mina, who was nevertheless very 
keen to have her future told, But Big. 
‘Amma was not enthusiastic, 

‘The matron bent down and touched 
the astrologers feet. “Please tell me 
‘what will be the end of all this? Will 
the poor children be found? Will I lose 
my job?" 

“Better for you to move to another 
place! I see trouble... BIG TROUBLE, 
if you stay. This place does not suit 
your stars! I will give you a black 
thread with asilver pendent which you 
should wear next to your skin at all 
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Employer : How good are you in 
typing? 

Employee : Thirty-five mistakes a 
minute, sir 

= Sweta D’Cruz, 

age 10, St.Joseph’s HS School, 

Mumbai-s00 009, 

debbbebebdntdainianiniattatate 
times, Only thirty rupees!" 

“Yes, yes of course, Swamy! I'l do 
whatever you say! Also what about 
your fees? I'd like to pay you some 
thing, 

‘No, no!” said the astrologer, “I 
never accept any fees, That reduces the 
value of my work, Then people may 
not believe everything I say! 

Matron handed over thirty rupees 
and took the black thread with a pen- 
dent from the astrologer which she tied 
around her neck. Big Amma was feel 
ing quite uncomfortable with the whole 
thing, but she had to admit that the old 
‘man’s comments were uncannily close 
to the truth 

Poor matron! Though she did not 
want to, she had decided to start look- 
jother place, Big Amma 
about the lost children?” 
Will they be found?” 

“Not for some time!” said the as- 
trologer. “There will be a message . 1 
SOKULAN 
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cannot say what. But it will suggest 
what should be done.” 

“1 think we have had enough.” So 
saying Big Amma gave the astrologer 
some fruit and fifty rupees before send- 
ing him away. 

ery soon the orphanage super- 

visory officer came to assess 

what was going on, Poor ma- 
ton! She was grilled very hard and 
asked to explain her carelessness, Even 
though the children supported her, the 
loss of two inmates was very serious, 
Matron tried to explain that the place 
itself may have been inauspicious, tak- 
ing the cue from what the astrologer 
had said, But the supervisor did not 
take matron’s suggestion of shifting se~ 
riously. “It is you who has been either 
rough with the children or very care= 
less. Don’t try to shift the blame else- 
where! Shifting is not going to bring 
the children back!" he remarked, “And 
who do you think will pay the high 
rents that are charged elsewhere’ 
demanded as he left, leaving 1 
tense and nearly in tears, 

Mina and Babu decided to help 
matron, “Tonight, after roll call at the 
orphanage, let us quietly slip into the 
orphanage and talk to the inmates.” 
suggested Babu. “Yes, someone might 
be able to give us a lead to the puzzle! 
But 'll have toslip out after Big Amma 
has slept!” agreed Mina, 

‘That night they agreed to meet at 
ten O'clock. What would Mina and 
Babu find? 

Read about it in Part 1V 
Anuradha K. Rajivan. 
































ABSENT-MINDED 


bi went toa boarding school. 
A She was an extremely bright 
student studying in sixth 
standard, She had many friends who 
gathered around her all the time - to 
hear her sing, to clear their doubts 
in their lessons, to watch her imitate 
and mimic. She had come in to 
school only last year but had be- 
came very popular among all 

Hostel life was new to Abirami. 
‘Abj she was to her friends. 

‘She missed home initially - her 
parents, her younger brother, her 
‘wp little room, her toys and her pet 
dog ‘Naughty’. However, she soon 
got adjusted to the routine of the new 
environment, Abi now shared the 


HUMOUR STORY 





room with Smitha. They were the best 


of friends. 
“W 

‘of mine? | have one on my 

leg. But where is the other 
‘one?" Abi cried as she ran all around 
the room frantically searching. Iwas 
almost time for class and she knew 
she would be late. 
"Smitha, can you 
please help me to look 
for my socks? | am so 
tense | cannot find it” 
cried Abi. Soon the 
two of them were look- 
ing under the fur 
ture, behind the cur- 


here did | leave that socks 








tains and inside the cupboards. The 
room turned topsy-turvy. "What will 
do now? My other pair is still wet,” 
said Abi as she sank into the chair, 
worried. Smitha moved towards her 
comfortingly, offering her, her own 
pair of socks for the day. As Smitha 
moved nearer, she let out a shriek - 
"Look! ABHIRAMI! How forgetful you 
are! How could you do such a thing? 
You have both socks on the same 
leg!" 

Well, that was Abi - 'Abi the ab- 
sent minded’ as her friends called 
her. There were many more such in- 
cidents. Abi was always looking for 
things - the comb tucked in her hai 
the pen cap on the underside of the 
pen, the watch which she had lett in 
the bathroom, the note book already 
given to her teacher for correction 
and s0 on. 

Her friends 
did tease her 

a lot for be- 
ing 50 forget- 
ful. But Abi 
did not mind 
She too en- 
joyed the hu- 
mour’behind it 













After all, it was these small, petty 
things she was forgetful about. She 
never forgot what she learnt!! She 
also knew that her friends were there 
tohelp her find the misplaced things. 
So, she joined in the fun whole 
heartedly and very sportingly! 
"» morning, It was time for the 
fees to be paid and she had 

toremind her mother, How happy Abi 
was that she remembered to write 
on time! 

Phew! It's over!” sighed Abi 
‘And | am happy | remembered: 
She folded the letter neatly and 
placed it on her table 

“Now to find an envelope, write 
the address, paste a stamp, stick the 
cover and then post i’. Abi counted 
as she gave herself these instruc- 
tions. She would try to remember 
them all, Abi looked around for an 


ear Mom,” wrote Abi one 








envelope. She did search for it as 
usual, and felt happy when she 
found one. “Now to write the ad- 
dress.” She reminded herself as she 
‘seemed to gain more confidence in 
herself. 

The address was written very 
neatly and clearly. “Where can | find 
a stamp?” The two room mates had 
everything in their room but stamps. 


the stamp would have to wait! "I 

will remember to buy a few 
stamps from the post office, after 
school” she thought, “Smitha, will 
you please remind me? | too will 
‘make a mental note of it”. Abi was 
very pleased with herself. She was 
learning to remember after all!! 

So,alter school, the two reminded 
each other about the stamps almost 


at the same time. 
0 would be easy. “The letter 
must be posted today. Other- 
wise | am likely to forget”, thought 
Abito herself. Soon the stamps were 
bought and pasted, the envelope 
sealed and the address checked. 

“Smitha, give me five,” shouted 
‘Abi and both the girls tapped each 
others right hand in glee. “Up high! 
Down below.... You're too slow! 

With a hop, skip and jump both 
of them ran down to the post office 
to catch the last mail, 

Just in time. The postman was 
kind enough to accept the letter from 
‘Abi, ashe locked the mail box. "What 
an effort. We just made it.” 


| twas getting late for school and 


ce the stamps are bought, it 





BE QUICK 


‘Teacher : One and one makes 

two. What will five and five make? 

Student : Sir, hat és not fair. You 
always do the easy ones. 

1. Vay kumar 

‘Std IX, 

Santhome Hr. Sec. School, 

Chennai, 


atatatatatatatntatatatatatay 


he next day, the entire class was 

talking about the two friends. 

The children nearly rolling on 

the floor, holding their stomachs 
and laughing aloud congratulating 
the two! Abi and Smitha joined in the 
laughter too! 

For, the letter was still lying on 
Abi's table! It was only the envelope. 
that was stamped, sealed and 
posted. She had forgotten to insert 
the letter into the envelope! Abi did 
not mind one bit. There was always 
going to be another opportunity to 
learn! 

—R. Umesh Uma Shankar, 
Std. Vil, 
MVM School, Dindugal. 


Dear Umesh, How forgesful you are! 
Please send us your house address im- 
mediately. - Editor. 
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Frogs jump, 
Caterpillars: 


= Worms wriggle, 
Bugs jiggle. 
= Snakes slide, 
Sea gulls glide. 


= Mice creep, 
Deer leap. 


= Puppies bounce, 
== Kittens pounce. 


Lions stalk 
But - | walk. 
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+ Ajith Deepak, Mumbai 
What is blood 
pressure? How do the 
doctors measure it? 

1 Blood pressure 
(B.P.) is merely the 
pressure that the blood 
exerts on the walls of 
the blood vessels while 
it is circulating in our 
body. Every time our heart beats, it 
pumps out blood. This blood flows 
through three types of blood vessels 
~the arteries, the capillaries and the 
veins, in this order and returns to the 
heart. Blood pressure is necessary to 
‘maintain the normal blood circulation 

When the heart contracts, it 
forcefully drives the blood into the 
arteries, The pressure at such a time is, 
high in the arteries and is termed 
‘systolic blood pressure’, When the 
heart relaxes, it is filled with blood 
from various parts of our body. The 
pressure at such a time is minimum in 
the arteries and is termed “diastolic 
blood pressure’. The normal adult 
systolic pressure ranges 
from 120 ~ 140 mm of 
Hand the normal adult 











diastolic pressure 
ranges from 80-90 mm 
of He, 


Blood pressure is 
usually measured in the 
brachial artery of our arm using an 
instrument known as 
“Sphygmomanometer’ with ahelp of a 
stethoscope. Sphygmomanometer 
consists of a rubber bag encased in a 
GoKULAM 
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cloth cuff, A rubber tube connects the 
bag with the mercury column. A second 


rubber tube from the bag leads toa bulb 
by which the bag is inflated to 
constrict the arm artery, 

When the artery is 
compressed, the blood flow 
stops there. Gradual release of the 
air in the cuff results in partial opening 
of the artery causing a turbulent flow 








WA, a f are 
FRECKLES: 


of blood. The point at which the blood 
begins to flow is heard by the doctor 
as a distinct sound through the 
stethoscope placed over the artery. The 
reading on the sphygmomanometer at 
this point indicates our systolic 





pressure, 
Further gradual release of air from 
the cuff reduces pressure on the artery 
till it opens completely and the blood 
flows normally. The sounds of 
turbulent blood flow therefore 
disappear. The reading on 
sphygmomanometer at this point 
denotes our diastolic pressure. For 
many decades B.P. has been measured 
in millimetre on a mercury column 
(mm of Hg ). In recent times, digital 
instruments are used to measure it 








+ V. Akila, Chennai-97 
2? What is chickenpox? How does 
it occur? What are its symptoms and 












ailments? Is it dangerous, doctor? 

1 Chickenpox is an acute, highly 
contagious viral disease caused by 
varicella zoster virus and herpes virus. 
It affects mainly young children. It 
starts with fever, headache, tiredness 
and loss of appetite, Few days later 
crops of vesicular eruptions appear first 
‘on the back and chest and then spredd 


Hello, Doctor! 


WZ 





to the face, neck and limbs. They 
become painful and may cause itching 
on the skin. The symptoms last for 2 
to 3 weeks. The vesicles are easily 
broken and encrusted. Finally 
they become scabs 
The disease is transmitted 
by direct contact with skin 
lesions of the infected 
person or by droplets 
spread from the respiratory 
tract of the patient. The 
vesicular fluid and scabs are 
infectious until they 
become completely dry 
Itis treated with Acyclovir tablets, 
cream or syrup. Vaccine is now 
available to prevent this disease. It is 
not a dangerous disease nowadays 





+M.K. Dhaval, Mysore-6 
2? What are freckle 
! Freckles are small blackish brown 
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spots on the skin, formed by the 
accumulation of melanin pigments. 
Melanin is formed by the melanocytes 
in the epidermis of the skin, Skin colour 


3 
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wy 





depends on the amount of melanin 
produced in the skin. ‘The amount of 
melanin produced in cach person's skin 
is determined by heredity. Exposure to 
sunlight increases the production of 
melanin and thereby increases the 
number of freckles, Most freckles 
appear on the face and hands, 





+ D. Johnson Parthiban, Chennai 
2 What causes coma? Is there a 
remedy? 
Coma is a state of deep and 
complete loss of consciousness. A 
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person in this state cannot be aroused 
by stimulants such as light slapping, 
pinprick or painful stimuli. Diseases of 
brain such as seizures, head injuries, 
brain tumours, strokes, 
‘encephalitis may cause coma. 
Certain toxic conditions, 
diabetes, diseases of heart, 
liver and kidney, drug 
overdoses and poisoning can 
also cause coma, Itisa serious, 
condition whatever the cause 
may be, Doctors treat coma 
according to its cause, 





+ M.A, Majid, Hyderabad 

2? Why do I suffer from fever ana 
headache every time I get mumps? 

1 Mumps is a viral disease caused 
by paramyxovirus, It affects parotid 
salivary glands in the check causing 
swelling over them. The patient suffers 
from fever and headache prior to 
appearing of the swelling over the 
cheek, Without any treatment it 
resolves within 10 days and will never 
recur 

‘As faras your case is concerned, you 
might have suffered from 
lymphadenitis around cheek and neck. 
Lymphadenitis is an inflammatory 
condition of the lymph nodes, It has a 
tendency to mimic mumps. Fever and 
headache result in this condition too. 
Consult your family doctor and get 
treatment accordingly. 








Dr. G. Ganesan, 
Rajapalayam 








Name : O.R. Rajarajeshwari 

Age: 14 

Address : 32, South Raja Street, 
‘Alandur, Chennai - 16. 

Hobbies : Reading story books, 
cooking, playing shuttle, 


Name : Suganya MK. 

Age: 12 

Address : 103, Star view 
Apartments, S.T. Road, Chembur, 
Mumbai 400 071. 

Hobbies : Drawing, reading books, 
cooking, exploring new places. 








Name: T. Gnapika, 

Age: It 

Address : Sree Surya Vidya 
Niketan, Annavarapadu, Ongole - A.P. 

Hobbies : Reading books, wat 
LV, playing Kabbadi and Kho-kho. 





Name : K. Badrinath 
Age: 14 


2H.No. LLG.29, APLLC 
Colony, Kushaiguda, Hyderabad - 
500 062. 
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Hobbies : Stamp collection, 
reading Gokulam, reading quiz 
books, playing badminton, 
making greeting cards, 


Name 
Fernando 

Age: 16 

Address : 61, 1/15, 

Ratnam Road, Colombo - 13. 
Sri Lanka 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps and 
coins, reading, nature-watching, 
photography, painting, growing 
vegetables and flowers. 


Bernadatte Ruckshila 


Name: G. Preethi 

Age: 14 

Address : D.No, 26, State Bank 
colony, Mohan Nagar Extension, 
Pondicherry - 605 005. 

Hobbies : Writing poems, watching 
TY, cating sweets. 


‘Name : Saumil M.Vithalani 

Age : 13 

Address : Vageshwari plot, Neat 
Patel boarding, “Vinesh” Porbandar 
360 575. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps anc 
coins, swimming 





Name : K. Cipiga 
Age: 11 


Address : No. 19 (Old No’8) South, 
Mada Street, Nungambakkam, 
‘Chennai - 600 034. 

Hobbies ; Reading books, dancing, 
painting, craftwork and listening to 
music. 


Name : S. Srinivas Bhaskar 

Age: 13, 

‘Address ; 1-2-90/B, Joy Apts A, 
Street No.1, Habsiguda, Hyderabad- 
500 007, Andrapradesh. 

Hobbies : Philately, gardening, 
reading books. 


Name : R. Dhilip Kumar 

Age: 14 

Address : No. 17, Thiruvalluvar 
Street, Kamarajapuram, Pattabiram, 
‘Chennai - 600 072. 

Hobbies : Gardening, reading 
books, listening to music, playing 





football, solving maths problems. 
Name ; M.K. Dhaval 
Age: 13, 
Address : 1-52, 7th Cross, 
University quarters, Manasa, 


Gangothri, Mysore - 570006, 

Hobbies : Cycling, painting, playing, 
video games, karate, doing science 
experiments. 





Name : R. Divya 
Age: 14 
‘Address : 3/629, “Annapoorna” 





Surveyor Colony, Pudur, Madurai - 
625 007. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, 
dancing, music, gardening. 





Name : R. Narbavii 

Age: 10 

Address: S/o. J. Rajendran, 16, Sth 
street, DAE Township, Kalpakkam ~ 
603 102, 

Hobbies : Singing, Reading 
Gokulam and other story books, 
cricket, cycling, 


Name : P, Mohan kumar 

Age: 13 

‘Address : 7/25 ‘A’ Ganesha Colony, 
Kelemangalam, Dharmapuri District. 
635.113, 

Hobbies : Reading story books, 
watching T.V, gardening, playing 
shuttle cock, sleeping & cycling. 





Name : T-Teja Reddy 

Ages 15 

Address : 1304/4A, Damodarpark 
Ghathopar (West), Mumbai, 

Hobbies : Painting, cycling, 
watching T.V and reading comic books. 


Name : R. Anitha 

Age: 10 

‘Address : 62, "Siddhi Vinayak” Ist 
cross, 2nd main, J.P. Nagar 7th phase, 


Bangalore 560 078, 
AM 
is 6 
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Hobbies : Reading, watching T.V, 
listening to music, gardening, painting, 
making new friends. 


Name : B. Sushma 

Std. VII 

Address : 28-1-114, (Upstairs), 
South Bazaar, Ongle, A.P. 

Hobbies : Writing jokes, drawing, 
singing, collecting stimps and coins, 
reading books. 





Name : D, Kavitha 

Age: 15 

Address : C/o Andaman Express 
Agency, 10-C, Bolani Dutta Street, 
Calcutta, West Bengal - 700 073 

Hobbies : Reading, writing, 
travelling, surfing the net, playing 
badminton and drawing, 





Name : Satya Narayan Barik 
Age : I 
Address : E.P.F Colony phase - Il, 
Quarters No. G 145, Shaheed Nagar, 
Bhubaneshwar 751 007, Orissa. 
Hobbies: Playing Cricket, foot bal 








HELP. 


Rakesh ; Doctor, avory night | dream. 
that | am drowning, 

Doctor : You better lam how to swim! 

= Radhika Sriram, Age 12, 

AFGul, New Delhi, 


Watching TY, collecting stamps and 
coins. 





Name : 

Age: 14 

Address ; 3819, IX Std Chera Jrs, 
Sainik School, Amaravathi Nagar, 
Udumelpet, Coimbatore (D.) 642 102. 

Hobbies : Playing foot ball, 
watching'T.V,, swimming, horse riding 
and surfing the net. 


K, Sathiyamurthy 


Name : Tyjaswini Marathe 

Age : 13 

Address : D/o Dr Ravikiran 
Marathe, Marathe Hospital, 3406 
Samadevi gali,‘Jeevanjyot’, Belgaum 
590002, Karnataka, 

Hobbies : Reading, Dancing, 
Writing letters, Diary writing, 
Travelling, Going out with friends, 
‘out-Guide Activites, Listening to 
Painting, Volleyball, 





M 





Name : Janini Yasotharan 

Age: 10 

Address : 11-50 Driftwood CRT 

‘Toronto, Ontario M3N- 2RI, Canada, 
Hobbies : Dancing, singing, reading, 

writing, reading Gokulam, playing 

basketball and other sports (except 

cricket), ice-skating and swimming, 





Name : K.M. Vinoth babu 

Age: 16 

Address : 7/5, Type III H.V.F estate 
Avadi, Chennai - 54, 

Hobbies : Making friends, reading, 
coin & stamp collection, listening to 
songs and playing cricket, 





A] 
HUMOUR 
CLUB MEETS! 


For how long can children 
have a discussion on various 
aspects of humour-jokes, 
riddles, stories, cartoons, 
books? Wanting to test this a 
bit we called in five children 
for a conversation. Well, you 
won't believe it! They wouldn't 
stop even after a long two 
hours. A gist of their conver- 
sation follows: 


“Let's begin with a joke.” 
“Ladies first." (chivalrous isn't 
it?) 
“All right. How will one 
‘communicate with another 
"By rattling his bones?" 
“No. With the help of tele bones!” 
“Tell me this one. Where would 
ahen seek information?" (Silence. 
They are thinking.) 
“We give up.” 


celeton 








“Hencyclopedia of course!” 
“There were three boxes of 





sweets. Jamuns, Laddus and 
“Don't say Mysorepax. 
Mysorepa.” 


“Okay. Three ants went into the 
room. But only two...” 

“We know. The third ant had dia- 
betes.” (poor ant!) 

“Let me tell you a master and 
servant joke. 

“A master writes a long letter to 
his servant's father, while the serv- 
ant dictates. At the end of it the 
servant says “Please sir! Add one 
more line. Kindly ask him to send 
his address...” 

“Talking of masters and serv- 
ants, Suppandi stories are best.” 
(Eyes widen. Smiles appear} 

“Pil tell you one. Master was 
upset with Suppandi for making the 


cok a 


Tuly 01 


same soup everyday and said 
“Why don't you add some changes 
in the recipe?" The next day 
‘Suppandi served the soup with a 
lot of coins in it and master was fu- 
rious ofcourse.” 


(Break 1-photo session) 


“Smile please!” 

“Say cheese.” 

“Laugh.” 

“Laugh loudly man!” 

“Why should 1? | don’t think 
the camera will record any loud- 
ness.” 

(They walk back) 

“A stick and spring went to 
a hotel. Who paid the bills?" 

“Spring of course. Because 
the stick said-stick no bills.” 

“Let's be serious and start 
again." 

“Hey! How can you have a seri- 
‘ous discussion on humour? Anyone 
here with a serious joke?” 

(cut that out) 

“Tell me, what comes between 
and two?” 
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lo. The word ‘and'.” 

“So much fun is made of 
‘crorepathi’, Amitabh asks a man on. 
the hot seat, "who accompanied 
you?" The man replies “my father.” 
“What's your father’s name?” asked 
Amitabh, The man just stared at 
the monitor. “What happened?” 
asks Amitabh. “Sir, | am waiting for 
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the choices” came the prompt re- 
ply." (Poor Amitabh-zapped!) 

“Do you know what true love 
means? (What's coming up?) A 
man was found watching crocodiles 
very closely in the Nile river of Af- 
rica. He was there for many months. 
When asked why, he says “my lady 
love asked me for crocodile boots 
and that's the 71st croco- 
dile | have 
watched. But 

still no boots on 


its leg.” 

“Let's move on 
from jokes to some- 
thing else. Do you watch cartoons?" 

“Not much. They become stale 
after a while.” 

“Not cartoons like Tom and Jerry. 
Have you seen the cartoon where 
Jerry takes a potion and becomes 
the largest mouse in the world? 
How he troubles Tom!” 

"Yes | have seen that one. Tom 
tries the same potion and actually 
shrinks, for the potion acts differ- 
ently on cats! Hilarious, isn’t it?” 

“Scooby and Popeye are also 
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“Do you know Poopeye, 
Peepeye, Pipeye and Pupeye are 


Popeye's nephews?” 
“That's like a tongue twister.” 
“Good idea! Let’s write down 

one. 

“Pot, peep, pup... come on think 
of other ‘P’ words!’ 

“Popeye peeped into the pot of 
pickled pepper to...” 

“Pipeye and Pupeye put 
more pepper into the pot of 
pickled pepper but 
Peepeye...” 

"It’s too dificult. Popeye, 
Poopeye.. 


(Break 2 - Pepsi, 
Biscuits and Chips 
served) 


“What do you 
think will happen 





it we dip the chips 
into the pepsi?” 
“The chips will be- 
come soggy.” 

“Not! It will become Chipsi.” 

“Yuck!” 

“Books and comics are better 
than TV Cartoons anyday.” 

“L like to read anything in comic 
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strip form.” 
“So do |, How about Tin Tin?” 
“Oh! The detectives are too much. 
Thomson without a ‘p' as in Ven- 
ezuela and Thompson with a ‘p' as 
in pneumonia or Philadelphia.” 
{like the tricks that Fatty plays 
‘on Goon the policeman", 
“Hey! | have just started on 
P.G. Wodehouse. 
You must also try i.” 
“What about 
Charlie Chaplin? It's 
so difficult to act with- 
out talking. Isn't it?” 

“But Charlie Chaplin 
and Laurel and Hardy 
films are meant to be 
watched and enjoyed. 
Difficult to verbalise on 
that kind of comedy. The visual 
effects and éxpressions are what 
make it a success.” 

“Talking about movies, Vivek 
is best now in Tamil films." (all 
‘of them sit up) 

“Did you see Minnale and 
Dum Dum Dum? Super com- 
edy, Yaar!” 

“Thank god. 
vulgur.” 
“Of course it is!" (No argue 
ments please!) 


It’s not so 


We stopped here, although 
they did have plenty more in 
stock. All good things must 
ofcourse come to anend, isn'tit? 
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‘At Akbar’s order many 
courtiers tried; but... 
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It became a prestigious 
issue for the Emperor. 


Birggit Can you 
ot solve this 
mystery’ 








Irbal asked a servant to. 
thi 


Birbal 
follow the traveller stealthily. 
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* Kim Clijsters 

CRICKET: Perhaps for the 
first time our selectors have placed 
‘more faith in pace bowlers than spin- 
ners, Harbhajan seems to be shoulder- 
ing the entire responsibility for the spin 
attack in the current Zimbabwean tour. 
“The strategy seems to have paid di 
ddends atleast in the fist innings of the 
first test at Bulawayo when the Zim- 
Dabwe team was skittled out for a 
paltry 173. But our batsmen 100 
did not fare well in the frst in~ 
nings and Harbhajan had to 
‘come tothe rescue. However 
the match was won, the 
first one outside India in 15 
years! 


TENNIS: In adouble 
surprise development Bel- 
‘gium’s Kim Clijsters came 
uptothe finals inthe French 
Open Women’s Singles. 
She faced Capriati of U.S. 
who defeated the most fa- 
voured Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland. Hingis paid gen- 
‘erous tribute to Capriati as the 
most consistant and hottest 
player and no wonder Kim could 
not withstand this hot stuff in the 
finals! 





Te was a great day for India when 
Paes and Bhupathi reached their first 
‘grandslam final after their reunion last 
year. They beat William Hill and Jeff 
Tarango in the French Open doubles. Ful 
filling our fond hopes they won the finals 
too, A remarkable come back indeed! 


SPORTSMANSHIP: India will play 
against Pakistan in multinational touma- 
‘ments but notin direct contests! This seems 
tobe the present cricket policy of the Gov- 
‘ernment of India. It is hoped that this policy 
‘will change for the better during the vist of 



























IN SPORTS 
and POLITICS 


General Musharraf to India in early July. 
‘The General, itis said, is Keen on solving. 
this problem. Let us hope that sportsman= 
ship will ise above politics. We do not want 
politics in sports but we do need Sportsman- 
ship in polities! 
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Donald 
Goofy 
Clara (cow) 
Micky 
Minnie 
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Answers for special 
‘ PUZZLE PAGES 


Number the clues in order from 1 t0 
20 to check your answers. 








The Flintstones Scooby-Doo! 
20 1 no 18 3 1s 
6 13 4 16 

9 4 7 9 


MEMORY TOONS 


‘There are as many as 20 characters in the frame. 
Your ratings 

Al120- Excellent! 

15 to 20 - well done! 

10 to 15 - good effort! 

under 10 - try again! ( go back to page 36 ) 


THE LIST : 











ANSWERS 
FOR 
RIDDLES 


SHARPEN YOUR 
BRAINS PLEASE 






Daisy Spooky Tin Tin 

Pluto Wendy Captain Haddock 

Beagle Little Dot Asterix 

Richie Rich Hot stuff Obelix 

Casper Snowy Cacofonix 
© Darkness 
© Troos 
© Ahole 
© Shadow 
© An amoeba 
© Anear of com 
© Night and Day 
© Candle, pencil 
© Apair of gloves 
© Acot. 








© My mother cultwated in me the 
habit of reading Gokulam since | was in 
class IV. Even now at the age of 15, 1 
enjoy reading the magazine with the 
same amount of enthusiasm. | am in- 
deed grateful to my mother for having 
‘given me this introduction. 

+. Vaishnavi. 


(| think what Dr. Vasanthi Devi said 


Wii 


choose a career or 
allow a career to choose you's very true 
Very many of India's parents are the way 
(Dr Vasanthi Devi described them to be. 
1am glad mine are not. The article was 
very well witten, 

+ V. Devika, Bangalore. 


© | am a regular reader of your 
magazine, My parents too enjoy read- 
ing it. “The case of the Missing Or- 
phans" is extremely interesting. We are 
eagerly looking forward to reading the 
other episodes in the forthcoming is- 
sues. 


+ Kokila, Std IX, Pondy. 


© Gokulam promotes the talents of 
many young people and is a very in- 
formative magazine. The cover stories, 
undir stories and other articles are 30 
‘enjoyable. Grandma worm is my favoure 
ite. Ihave a small suggestion: you can 


x. 20d more picture stories. 


= Sithara N.T, 
Calicut, Kerala. 





© | read Gokulam very regularly. 

Reading this magazine has helped im- 

mensely to improve my English. Thanks, 
to Gokulam, 

-D. Archana, Std. X 

K.V. Central School, Palakkad, 


© Every month | wait for the ar- 
rival of Gokulam, My cousins 10 like 10 
read i. We often discuss the articles. | 
am really thankful to you for publishing 
such an interesting 

magazine, | want to give 
fa suggestion, Can you 
please organise a con- 
test through Gokulam 
for it's readers where answers 
ccould be sent through post? 
~ Rahath Mumtaz, Std X B, 
Gulabi High School, Bangalore. 





Dear Rahath, 

Your suggestion is under consid- 
‘eration. Look out for an announce- 
ment pretty soon. - Editor 


© Each and every issue of Gokulam 

is so precious like a diamond and | 
easure every copy carefully. As stu- 
Gents we will always help and work for 
the growth of this wonderful magazine. 
We will always be behind you. | am sure 
every other reader will agree with me, 
- K. Dinesh Kuma 

‘Std X PCM Matric 

Trichy. 
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A JAYABALAN STORY 


oO” in two years or so, King Jayab: 
suddenly developed a desire to sli 
down, Usually Ganabadi, the minister for 
heavy industry, also joined the ki 
in his attempts at slimming 
They had tried massages, 
acupressure, steam baths, 
hypnotism, dynamic tension 
exercises and everything else 







short of slicing their bodies 
to size. But the king 
remained his usual portly 
self, and Ganabadi 
continued to be the fattest 
‘man in Jayabalpore. 

One day 
Apothikari the health 
minister, made a 
suggestion. Horse 
riding 
“How does that help? 

e king asked. 

"While riding, the 
body gets jerked about 
up and down, and side 
to side, It shakes off 
one's weight” said 
Apothikari 

Ganabadi who was 
afraid of horses declined to try 
the new remedy. “You go ahead, Your 
Majesty” hi 











the 




















from our stable: 
A strong and tall horse was 
brought to the palace by 
rappa, the minister for 
animal welfare. 
“This is Sooravali, the fastest 
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horse in our stables” said Janwarappa 
“He goes like the wind, But he is very 
sensitive, He reacts to every little 
pressure on the reins.” 

‘Apothikari stepped forward. “Make 
sure you keep the horfe at canter” he 
said. “A canter would be 

What is a canter?” the king asked. 

“A cunter is something between a 
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trot and a gallop” Apothikari said 
“What is a trot?” the king asked. 
“A trot isa steady pace, faster than 
a walk, lifting each diagonal pair of 
logs alternately. A canter is faster than 
a wot. A gallop is the fastest pace a 
horse is capable of, with all feet off the 
‘ground together in each stride, A canter 
is best suited for your majesty’s rides 
GOKULAM 
Jury 01 








“Okay, I'M canter from tomorrow." 

“Not you, your Majesty” said 
Solmannan, the minister for publicity, 
grinning fit to split his cheek, “The 
horse... hee., hee..." 

“AIL right, stop neighing, 
Solmannan” the king said, and 
Solmannan cut his grin like a sudden 
blackout. 





The next day King Jayabalan 
climbed on the back of Sooravali, 
aided by several ministers and 
officials. Sooravali rolled its eyes and 
fidgeted while the bulk of the king 
settled on its back. And the moment 
they let it go, it dashed off outside 
the palace gates and went at a gallop 
through the streets of Jayabalpore, 
and out in the countryside, going like 
a gale, The king clung on for dear 
life, 

They had not told the king that 








Sooravali was allergic to cows, pigs, 
sheep and even chickens, 

So when a pig standing near a 
dung heap grunted, Sooravali reared 
suddenly, neighing shrilly, and the 
king went sailing over its head and 
landed in a puddle with a mighty 
splash. 

Sooravali, as if to add insult to 
injury, rotted to the puddle and started 
drinking as though nothing had 
happened, A number of people who 
were in that area laughed at the sight. 

‘The king rose and trudged back on 
foot to the palace. 

The next day Janwarappa brought 
another horse called Asamandham. It 
was a fat and sluggish horse. The 
king started riding this horse in the 
palace grounds within the palace 
wes. There was no danger with 











Asamandham for it never went faster 
than a trot, It couldn't, The plump 
horse went troting 
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HORS 




















in the palace 
grounds with the 
king bouncing on 
it like a ball 








It was a hilarious sight, and the 
palace officials grinned as they 
watched the king ride, but were 
careful to conceal their merriment. 
This became an everyday occurrence. 
The slow pace of the horse 
Asamandham, suited the limited riding 
skills of King Jayabalan, The riding 
went on for a few months, 


Th Jayabalpore there were two 
militant organizations. One was called 
Saappaadu, which constantly 
clamoured for more food. The other 
was Kooppaadu which clamoured for 


There was no danger with 

Asamandham for it never 

went faster than a trot, It 
couldn't. 








rno Feason whatsoever. 

The Kooppaadu group formed a 
sub-group called Association for the 
Protection of Animals, or APA. The 
APA. started a lot of public 
demonstrations attacking the king's 
riding. They held placards that said, 
“Save the Horse!” and “Please Don't 
Ride!". They lay down on the road 
yelling “Ride on us.” They were 
Quite sure the king would ride only 
in the palace grounds, and not on the 
public roads. 

‘The king continued to ride, unseen 
by the public. One morning 
Sigainasam, the home minister, came 
to the palace accompanied by 
Solmannan, the minister for publicity. 





“Your Majesty” said Sigainasam, 
“The Kooppaadu gang is on the war- 
path. They object to your riding.’ 
Why should they object?” the 
king asked. “After all, they are not 
horses.” 

“Unfortunately, they can't be reined 
in” said Solmannan. “They are mulish.” 

“Anyway, Your Majesty" said 
Apothikari, “The horse riding doesn’t 
seem to have been effective in 
slimming you down.” 

‘The king chuckled. He was fat as 
ever. 

“His Majesty is fine” said 
Solmannan. “But you should see the 
horse!” 

‘At that point Janwarappa led the 
horse, Asamandham, into the presence 
of the ministers. 

At first they could hardly recognise 
it. The king continued to be fat, It 
‘was the horse that had slimmed down, 
It was half its original size, 

Sigainasam said : “If the APA saw 
the horse now, it would lead to a lot 
of rioting.” 

“It is better you stop riding, Your 
Majesty” said Apothikari. “Anyway, 
It is not doing you any good.” 

‘And so the king stopped riding, 
and the APA stopped their agitation 
and started looking for some other 
cause. 

‘A few months later the horse 
Asamandham bloated to its original 
size and started looking a little 
like the king. The king ofcourse was 
his usual roly-poly self. 

- JANAKAN 
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select for this 
special birthday 
issue than 
humour? 


Everybody, 





Welcome to the Gokulam 
birthday bash! The cake the form 
of this special issue, tasty and 
nourishing! 

Your favourite magazine has just 
completed thirteen years of useful 


CUCRUBOD 
ZONES A OKE! 


service to children. 

Ithas become a teenager but will 
not look down upon younger 
readers. There will be enough 
interesting reading material for kids 
as well as grown ups. It wll continue 
to entertain and inform. 

We have carefully planned this 
issue with the above objects in view 
and what better theme can we 





whatever their 
age, loves a joke and their faces light 
up when they laugh. They look more 
beautiful and their lungs get lots of 
exercise. A joyous person is more 
healthy both physically and mentally 
and lives longer. Life is not worth iti 
we are always tense, sulking or 
angry. What is worse, such an 
attitude definitely spoils one's health. 

Humour is one thing which 
differentiates us from animals 
Scientists say that animals are 
intelligent and that they can even 
communicate with each other in their 
‘own way, though they do not talk like 
us. But who has seen a pig or cow 
laugh? 

Humour should be an inseparable 
part of our lives and we should lear 
to see and enjoy the humourous 
aspects of living, working, resting or 
holidaying, And that is why we invited 
the Laughing Buddha to adorn the 
cover page of this issue and to bless 
us and our readers with plenty, 
laughter and joy in the years to come. 
- Editor. 












































































































































HELP THE BOY TO 
REACH THE ICE CREAM 


‘Arun : Dad, do you think you can 
write in the dark? 
Dad : Ofcourse | can, son. 
‘Arun : Then turn off the light 
please, and sign my report card. 
~ Prashant Nair, 
76/18, Selimpur Road, 
Dhakuria, Calcutta - 700 031. 


Entrance Ticket 





